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d'Escolar that is, God knows, a not unimportant force in a
struggle* There I learned to concentrate myself in myself * * ,
to make my own toys, my difficulties also, with all the respon-
sibilities that they carry with them* But mine was an excep-
tional case, and in general I think that the experiment is
dangerous/'
After the seminary he entered the Lycee at Orleans as a
boarder, and here he remained a pupil until he was seventeen*
The early voyages that he had made had left in him a desire
to become a sailor* His mother would have liked him, since
he wished to go to sea, to enter the Ecoh Navale, and become
an officer in the French Navy, but Paul's independent nature
did not permit him to concentrate sufficiently on the prepara-
tion for the somewhat difficult examination that he would
have been called upon to pass, and when the time came it was
judged hopeless for him to attempt it.
This first failure did not, however, alter his desire to go to
sea and, as an alternative, he entered the Merchant Service as a
pilotin, or apprentice, the first stage to becoming an officer in the
Merchant Marine* He had few regrets at leaving the Lycee where
his tutor had been a former Grenadier of the Imperial Guard.